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1 Samuel 4 - Departure of the Glory of God 

The journey of the Glory of God dwelling among His people:


- The glory of the Lord led the Israelites out of Egypt through the wilderness into the Promised 
Land (Exodus 13:21-22; Numbers 9:15-23; 10:33-36).


- The cloud of the glory of the Lord dwelt in the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:34-38).


- God’s glory left the Tabernacle in the days of Eli (1 Samuel 4; Psalm 78:60-61).


- The cloud of God’s glory filled the Temple when Solomon dedicated it to God (1 Kings 8:1-13; 
2 Chronicles 5:13-14; 6:41-7:3).


- The glory of the Lord departed from the Temple just before the Babylonians destroyed 
Jerusalem and the Temple (Ezekiel 8:4; 9:3; 10:3-4, 18-19; 11:22-23; Jeremiah 7:12-14).


- The glory of the Lord did not visibly come back to the Temple that was built in the time of Ezra 
and Nehemiah after the return from Babylon (Haggai 2:1-9).


- The Son of God became flesh and dwelt (lit.: “tabernacled”) among us (John 1:14; 2:18-22). 


- The Jews rejected their Messiah and His glory and lost their temple as a result (Matthew 
23:37-39).


- At Pentecost (Acts 2) the Holy Spirit, who is God, came to dwell, not in a physical building, but 
in His people, both as believers individually (1 Corinthians 6:19; Romans 8:9-11; 
John 14:15-17), and the Church collectively (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 6:16; 
Ephesians 2:19-22).


- At the second coming of Christ when He will save the remnant of Israel, Jerusalem will once 
again be the dwelling place of God’s glory during the Millennial reign of Christ (Isaiah 4:2-6; 
Ezekiel 43:1-7; 48:35).


- God will dwell forever with His people when He makes a new heaven and new earth 
(Revelation 21).



