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NO BORDER IS CLOSED TO GOD’S WORD

To own one can mean impris-
onment or even execution. In
some places, tourists are not al-
lowed to bring them in to the coun-
try. In others, all importation, pro-
duction or distribution is banned.
And if you were a user, you would
never, ever be seen carrying one or
using it in public.

We could be talking about weap-
ons or drugs, but this is something
far more threatening. This is the Bi-
ble. The most powerful, most chal-
lenging, most dangerous book in
the world.

North Korea, Somalia, Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Mal-
dives, Pakistan, Iran, Yemen.

These are the ten most difficult
places in the world to be a Chris-
tian. In many of these places, any-
one owning or reading a Bible
faces extreme punishment or retri-
bution. In the Maldives - a country
with 1,200 islands but not a single
church - there is no way to officially
import Bibles or Christian literature.

Even tourists visiting this ‘island
paradise’have encountered trouble
if they bring their Bible with them.
Likewise, the strict Islamic regime
of Saudi Arabia prohibits any Bibles
from being shipped to the country.

And yet, despite extreme per-
secution, the church is still alive in
these places. Elsewhere, it is even
growing. In Iran, for example, al-
most all Christian activity is illegal,
especially when it occurs in Persian
languages - from evangelism, to Bi-
ble training, to publishing Scripture
and Christian books. Yet the number
of Muslims coming to Christ is accel-
erating. Precise numbers are hard
to come by, but according to Open
Doors sources, the growth is ‘explo-
sive’; they even speak of a revival.

About 40 years ago, approxi-
mately 200 Christians from Muslim
backgrounds were living in Iran;

today conservative estimates claim
an astonishing 370,000, perhaps
many more.

One Iranian who became a Chris-
tian while studying in Europe started
telling his family about Jesus after re-
turning home. Within a month 50 of
them had come to faith in Christ. A
year later hishouse churchhad grown
to 250. The government has reacted
strongly against such growth, often
speaking openly against the growth
of house churches.

Therefore many have split into
smaller groups. Where they might
have had 15 members, now, for secu-
rity reasons, they only have five or six.

House churches are dividing like
cells. And, if there is one thing cells
are good at, it is multiplying.

In a Middle Eastern country, a
house church was praying. Having
become Christians through radio
programs, they were desperate for
Bibles, so they decided to fast and
pray for seven days. It was only on
the seventh day, when there was a
knock at the door. They were over-
joyed to see visitors from Open
Doors with a delivery. Bibles!

When Open Doors began, nearly
40 years ago, Bibles were only avail-
able in print. Since then things have
changed. In countries where it is il-
legal to print, import or distribute
Christian literature, believers can
receive the scriptures in other ways.

Bibles come in all shapes and siz-
es. Open Doors is investing in inno-
vative ways to distribute the Word of
God to believers in closed countries
through digital media -effectively
hiding the Bible in plain sight.

In Somalia, persecution is so in-
tense that believers cannot meet
openly or own a Bible. But the
scriptures can make their way
through the internet - yet even that
has its dangers. In 2010 after a cam-
paign of violence and intimidation

A vehicle used
to smuggle Bibles
into Eastern
Europe during
the Cold War. In
border cross-
ings its precious
cargo was never
discovered. The
picture shows
where the Bibles were hidden: bea-
neath the floor with the only access
being by moving the cupboard.

against Christians, Islamic extrem-
ists burned a house in Mogadishu
because they found a Bible inside,
a Bible which had been download-
ed from the internet.

Nothing comes close to holding
a real, physical Bible in your hand.
Today, Open Doors is devoted to
supporting the church in the plac-
es that are most hostile to Christi-
anity. Persecuted Christians need
training and support. They need
our prayers. And they need Bibles.

Open Doors began with Bible
smuggling and we remain commit-
ted to that task. These stories, these
fragments from the world’s harsh-
est countries for Christians, show
just how important the Bible is in
the lives of persecuted believers.

This is what we are doing through
the work of Open Doors. In 2012
alone Open Doors delivered over
2.4 million Bibles, training materi-
als and other Christian materials.
Significantly, the Middle East saw
an increase of distribution, almost
doubling the amount of materials
delivered in 2011.

Please continue to pray for oppor-
tunities to get Bibles into the places
where faith costs the most. Places
where the Bible is banned or hidden
or burned. And yet, places where
the Bible ~ continues to be read and
the church continues to grow.

Taken from Open Doors
“Front Line Faith’, June 2014
Newsletter
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FEATURED ITEMS FROM THE CHAPEL LIBRARY - Submitted by Bill Mooney

What the Bible Teaches
Commentary Series

What the Bible Teaches is a series of
commentaries published with a view to
opening up in a clear concise manner
the teaching of the Bible. The contribu-
tors are well known Bible expositors,

having ministered the Word and con-

ducted Bible Readings in many of the English speaking
countries of the world. The style is both expository and
practical. Each commentary has been

written specifically for the series, and
has not been taken from tapes or culled
from other publications. To the enquir-
ing mind, the volumes in the series are
a storehouse of divine truth, being the
outcome of many years of study and

experience (gospelfolio.com).

The chapel library has commentar-
ies in this series on the entire New Testament and most
books of the Old Testament.

LATEST ACQUISITIONS:

Genesis by J.W. Ferguson

- Call Number: G64.1

Numbers

by J.J. Stubbs - Call Number: G64.4
1-2 Chronicles

by J. Hay and W. Gustafson

- Call Number: G64.9

The Life of C.S. Lewis
- Call Number: DVD.C12

In this revealing look at the life of C.
S. Lewis, go behind the scenes to see
the sites he knew so well, and to meet
those who knew Lewis personally.

C. S. Lewis is remembered as a
scholar, teacher, and writer. He's also
been called one of the most influential spokesmen for
the Christian faith in the 20th century.

During his 30 years at Oxford University, Lewis pro-
duced a number of bestselling books that are still
widely read today including The Chronicles of Narnia,
and Mere Christianity.

This 4-part video from Day of Discovery, The Life of
C. S. Lewis, explores how Lewis changed from an out-
spoken opponent of Christianity to one of its most
powerful defenders.

Trace the depth of spirit and the breadth of mind
that led to his worldwide influence and see what new
challenges and changes came during the last decade
of his life (dhp.org).

Exploring Geology with Mr Hibb

by Michael Oard et al.

— Call Number: D55
Impressionable young people

usually develop their worldview by

age 12, and most are exposed to

the secular interpretation of geol-
ogy. The millions of years view is
the major culprit behind evolutionary thinking and
the doubts that are created about biblical origins.

This wonderfully illustrated, full-color book provides
a biblical view of geology for elementary/primary
school ages. It follows the entertaining adventures
of the curious grasshopper Mr Hibb as he makes the
learning of geology delightful and faith building.

Chapters discuss how rocks were formed at cre-
ation, and how sedimentary rocks and fossils formed
during the Flood. It describes how the earth was
shaped using evidence for Flood runoff from the con-
tinents, how the Ice Age fits with the Bible, and how
the world’s geology does not make sense assum-
ing present secular ideas. Geological challenges are
answered, such as dinosaur graveyards, tracks, and
eqggs; the origin of coal; metamorphic rocks; and the
origin of caves and their deposits.

The book comes with observations, definitions, and
hands-on activities. It’s just great fun! (creation.com).

SUMMERSIDE

LADIES’ CONFERENCE
Saturday, September 20, 2014

SPEAKERS
KATHIE ALEXANDER
SHELLEY CANFIELD

Any ladies who would
like to donate to Angola
“Feed the Children”

LAURENA TAYLOR Mission may do so by
GLORIA MacDOUGALL  bringing two (2) used
Christian books for a
TESTIMONIES Book Sale
NORMA MURRAY
KIM THOMAS Please Pre-Register

before September 8,
2014 by contacting

Kim Thomas

PO Box 149
Kensington, PE COB TMO
902-836-4146 / home

jlk.101@pei.sympatico.ca

RUTH BARLOW

Registration:
8:45 AM - 9:30 AM
Conference:
9:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Cost $20.00
Lunch and Supper
will be catered

NO Babysitting
provided.

Summerside Blble Chapel
540 Granville Street
Summerside, PE CIN 4P6







